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ABSTRACT 

The structure of influence in a community is the 
ordering and patterning of the interaction within a system based on 
the element power (influence) and all other elements as thev relate 
to the use of influence within the social system. The structure of 
influence in a rural community, Riverview (a pseudonym for the town), 
Ohio, was analyzed, using four subsystems: the economic, the civic, 
the educational, and the governmental. The methodology used in data 
gathering was: (1) the selection f "judges" who were knowledgeable 
in one or more areas of community life? and (2) the designation of 
community influentiais by the judges. In Riverviev, 9 judges 
nominated 21 individuals two or more times, and 18 of these people 
were interviewed, six of the 18 were mentioned four or more times in 
answers to questions concerning general community influence; only 
these individuals were considered as general reputed community 
inf luentials. This influence was based on particular elements such as 
power (both formal and informal) , rank, status-role position, 
sentiment, and sanctions. No vertical systens--extracommunity based 
power--were active in the structure of influence within the 
community. The social system as a conceptual tool is useful as a 
theoretical framework from which to analyze the structure of 
influence. (DB) 
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INTRODUCTION 

The community has within recent years become one of the most in- 
vestigated units of our society. The rapid growth of government self- 
help programs has created a greater awareness on the part of local change 
bgenta of the Importance of the structure of social power at the community 
level. In many Instances these agents became aware of social power when 
projects, initiated by them, began to meet resistance from community 
member 8. Decision-making and community change almost without exceotlon 
involves key pover figures in the local community. 

Analyses of community power structures have received considerable 
attention from sociologists since the publication in the fifties of Com- 
munity Power Str ucture.* Floyd Hunter, the author popularized the com- 

*Hunter, iloyd, Cooounity Pover Structure. New York: Doubleday Anchor 

Books, 1953. 

*This study is & part of a larger project in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics and Rural Sociology at The Ohio State University, Ohio Agrlcul- V 
tural Research and Development Center, Hatch 304, "A Study of the Decision- 
Making Frocesa in Small Communities." 
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